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VALKARIA AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD

  MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 06, 2006– 7:00 P.M.

Palm Bay Library  – 1520 Port Malabar Blvd., NE Palm Bay

Board Members Present at the outset of the meeting:





District 1:  Del Yonts
and Charles Nash 



  

District 2:  Ken Rivard and Frank Gallagher

District 3:  Milo Zonka

District 4:  Russell Minton and Robert Griffin

District 5:  Thomas Redmond and Martha Wisnieswski
Staff Members Present:  Steve Borowski, Valkaria Airport Manager; Morris Richardson, Assistant County Attorney; and Pamela Barrett, Administrative Assistant, County Manager’s Office.

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Zonka called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m., and indicated that the first order of business is to approve the September 6, 2005, and March 8, 2006, minutes.

II.  INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Chairman Zonka asked the Board members to go around the room and introduce themselves.  Thomas Redmond and Martha Wisnieswski were the two new District 5 appointees.
III.  REVIEW OF BOARD MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITY, AUTHORITY & BY-LAWS
Morris Richardson handed out a package of information that contained the ordinance that created the advisory board, the governing ordinance for this board which is Resolution 2005-178, as well as a copy of some general rules that apply to all advisory boards.  He talked about how the members are appointed, removal from the board due to absences, how the chairman and vice-chairman are elected, and that there needs to be six members for a quorum to vote and take any formal action.  He explained that the board meets quarterly, they are all open to the public, and no members of the advisory board shall meet to discuss any items that would come before the board outside of the noticed public meetings.  He talked about the creation of the agenda by the airport manager, that they are made available to the public for inspection during regular business hours prior to each meeting, how public comments will be heard at each public meeting, and each speaker is given three minutes to speak.  He explained that the board has the power to provide recommendations to the County Manger or designee, which is the airport manager and/or the Board of County Commissioners, they provide recommendations on the airport’s annual budget, any amendments to or adoption of an airport layout plan or master plan, development of appropriate lease restrictions or covenants on property at the airport, development and amendment of rules and regulations relating to activities at the airport, and any issues or subjects specifically referred to the VAAB by the County Commission.  He explained that all actions by the VAAB are specifically subject to the quit claim deed restrictions, which is the document deeding the airport to the County from the Federal Government and all actions by the VAAB are also subject to FAA rules and regulations.  He talked about deed language and how net proceeds are to be used, how any development and improvements have to be in accordance with the airport layout plan.  Mr. Richardson talked about the sunshine law and how their meetings are to be open to the public, reasonable notice of the time and place of the meeting is to be given, as well as the subject matter, minutes of the meetings must be taken, and that that law applies to all boards and commissions of Brevard County, including this board, and any discussions or deliberations are subject to restrictions of that law.  He explained that members may not vote by secret ballot or by abstaining, secret ballots are prohibited at public meetings, and unless there is a bona fide conflict of interest, board members cannot abstain from voting.  He talked about the copies of the documents he provided to the board members, which includes the airport quit claim deed to the county, the most recent resolution empowering this advisory board, Ordinance 2-38 which governs advisory boards in general, a copy of Brevard County’s Code of Ordinances Chapter 18, with regards to aviation and specifically Valkaria Airport.

Several board members discussed several issues regarding, addressing issues brought up by the public, conflict of interest declarations, revisions to Chapter 18 of the Brevard County Code, allowing public comments on specific issues that would end with a vote, restricting public comments that are not relevant to the purposes of this board and their authority, forwarding recommendations and comments to the County Manager and the Board of County Commissioners through the minutes or through direction to the Airport Manager to forward the Board’s recommendations or comments.  Chairman Zonka asked about the proper procedure for allowing public comments, with Mr. Richardson replying that if the board has a discussion item where a vote would be taken, the board would discuss the item, then open the meeting for public comment, and then bring the item back for a vote.  He added that if no vote is to be taken, the board would discuss the item, open it up for public comments, and then bring it back to the board for any additional comments.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any public comments at this time.

Curt Lorenc talked about the sunshine law and the fact that the subject matter is not included in the legal notice, and he asked that the subject matter be put in the paper.

Morris Richardson responded by saying that this issue has been discussed many times and the subject matter is the Valkaria Airport Advisory Board which is specific enough, and there is no requirement that an agenda be published in a legal notice prior to a meeting, and as previously stated, the agenda is made available through staff, and any member of the public can call staff for direction on how to get a copy of the agenda, and if anyone is confused or don’t know what something means on an agenda, they can call staff to get those answers.  Mr. Richardson said that in light of the sunshine law challenge in relation to this meeting, it was legally and properly noticed; therefore, the board can proceed.

Linda Mason said that she endorses the agenda subject matter being published, and she indicated that she couldn’t get an agenda package.

The Board members talked about the information items being brought up tonight for the first time, having a paragraph description on each item on the agenda, the suggestion by the Attorney General that the subject matter should be provided to the public, and direction to staff to post the agenda on the website in the future, making the website address available in the legal notice so it will point people to that site for more information, and the difference between “information items” and “action items” on the agenda.

Morris Richardson indicated that his legal point was the opinion doesn’t say that you have to publish an agenda in the legal notice, but it is available through staff to anyone who requests it.

Steve Borowski said that he doesn’t see a problem at all with putting the agenda on the webpage as soon as it is available.  He explained that in the past, the airport manager would have a section on the agenda for airport manager briefing, which he has renamed “informational items”, and those items are for the board’s information on things that are happening at the airport.

IV. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 AND MARCH 8, 2006
Chairman Zonka asked if there were any corrections to the September 6, 2005, minutes.

Bob Doucette stood up in the audience and indicated that he was present during the September 6, 2005, advisory board meeting but his name was omitted on the minutes.  Hearing no other correction, Russell Minton motioned for approval of the September 6, 2006, minutes with the necessary correction, and it was seconded by Frank Gallagher.  Del Yonts indicated that on page three there appears to be wording that doesn’t belong and needs to be removed.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any comments or corrections to the March 8, 2006, minutes.  Del Yonts indicated that on page two he was recorded as voting nay during the election of new board officers.  He said that he voted for another person, and he is not sure if that is the way that is worded.  Pamela Barrett indicated that he was recorded as voting nay to the election of the officers as indicated on page two, and that is the normal way to record members voting.   Morris Richardson said that at the bottom of page one, he was referred to as Mr. Morrison, and that needs to be changed to Mr. Richardson.  Del Yonts also indicated that the word county on page eight, in paragraph two, is missing a “y”.  Mr. Yonts said that he would also like the minutes to reflect that he was not present due to another obligation.  Seeing no further comments or correction Chairman Zonka called for a motion.  Charles Nash motioned for approval of the March 8, 2006, minutes with the noted changes, and it was seconded by Robert Griffin.  The motion was passed unanimously.
V.  INFORMATION ITEMS
a.  Master Plan Update Status

Steve Borowski talked about the release of Working Paper #1, the second public involvement meeting scheduled for Thursday, June 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. at FIT, the second Special VAAB meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2006, to address the first working paper, to start at 8:00 p.m., at the Palm Bay/Port Malabar Library, the release of the second working paper on June 13, 2006, and if the copies are available to him, they will be distributed to the board members at that special meeting on June 13, 2006, the public involvement meeting number three on Tuesday, June 20, 2006, at FIT, a Special VAAB meeting to discuss Working Paper #2 will be on June 21st or 22nd, whichever the board chooses, and the third working paper is scheduled to be released sometime in September.

b.  Infield Management Activity

Steve Borowski indicated that the US Fish and Wildlife representative has been out to the airport and met with staff from the Natural Resources Department, the EELS Program, the Department of Forestry, the Fire Department, a new person on staff to deal with the prescribed burn that will take place, the fact that we are coming to the end of the scrub jay season, the two nests located at the airport, the infield burn and the direction of the experts to cut down the vegetation up to the fence, the delay of the infield burn due to the scrub jay eggs on the ground.  He also informed the board that Natural Resources staff is doing a GPS tracking of the entire property to locate existing trails, where existing scrub jay nests are located, where there could be possible trade-offs of property, and the moving of a lot of scrub jay habitats on the other side of the fence if the habitat is managed properly.  He added that the US Fish and Wildlife Agency has offered up to $25,000 to assist in the improvement of the scrub jay habitat on the airport property.

c.  New Hanger Procurement Discussion

Steve Borowski talked about FDOT funding becoming available on July 1, 2006, which would be 80% of the total cost of the project or $640,000, the County match funds of $160,000 being handled by the County’s Budget Office, the land use plan in the master plan will show possible locations of additional hangers and flight landing areas, and the procurement packages will go out to bidders if that is how the County decides to proceed with this process.

d.  N19EZ Corp. Formal Legal Complaint

Steve Borowski talked about the intent of the N19EZ Corporation to file a formal legal complaint that the County has violated CFR 14 and 16, possible lengthy litigation as well as quite a bit of money.

Morris Richardson explained for clarification that the N19EZ Corporation wants to lease hanger space at the airport, and they brought an informal complaint to the FAA alleging that the airport made it impossible, and unfairly discriminated against them, and prevented them from leasing hanger space.  He said that the County then responded, and the FAA decided that there was legitimacy to the complaint, that the County knew of the demand for hanger space for some time and that they failed to make hanger space available by constructing them ourselves, or by allowing the complainant to enter into a land lease and construct their own hanger facility.  He said that the FAA said there was merit to their complaint and if N19EZ Corp. wanted to move forward with a formal complaint they could do so.  In discussions with the complainant, the County suggested that there might be some funding in the pipeline to build new hangers, but it was uncertain if the County was going to offer up matching funds, or what the master plan will provide for with regards to new hangers.  He added that the N19EZ Corp. has given the County a lot of time and ultimately they don’t want to go through this process, but it is his understanding that the FAA formal complaint process is a little bit different than a normal lawsuit, and once the complainant files that complaint, it is something that can’t be stopped by the County or the complainant because it is an investigation.  He added that as he stated earlier, the County has certain obligations spelled out in the quit claim deed that we maintain the airport for public use and purpose, and the FAA maintains that that means leasing hanger space to people who are interested in leasing hanger space at the airport.  He said that a formal complaint hasn’t been filed yet, but it looks inevitable that they will file the complaint unless they can get the hanger space they want at the airport.  Mr. Richardson talked about the possible lack of motivation in providing more hanger space, the worse thing that could happen is that the FAA could take back the airport, and the fact that they are in violation of the quit claim deed reservations with regards to FDOT grant money, which might have to be repaid by the County if they don’t comply with those quit claim deed provisions.

Russell Minton talked about the difference between leasing hanger space and renting, leasing ground and building your own hanger, setting a precedent of leasing dirt for a few dollars a month versus building a hanger and charging $100 a month for rent, getting FDOT and FAA money to build hangers, the need for an updated master plan to get those monies, and getting the support of the County Commission to build new hangers and setting that whole process in motion.  

Morris Richardson indicated that the N19EZ Corp has stated that they are very flexible because they just want a hanger, they don’t care if they lease the land and build their own, or lease one that the County builds, the problem has been that they haven’t seen any forward motion on the County’s part to build new hangers.  He added that the other issue is that even if new hangers are built, there is no guarantee that they will get a hanger right away, and that depends upon where they fall on the wait list.  He informed the members that the County has offered up the opinion to the FAA that if they build the new hangers, they don’t necessarily have to allow the N19EZ Corp space to build one of their own, and the FAA disagreed with that statement, and informed the County that to the extent that the hangers are not available, they haven’t been available for some time, and the County has known about it for a long time, the County has to lease them some space to build their hanger.

The Board members and staff further discussed the fact that this issue of building new hangers has been discussed for a long time, how we waited for 80/20 funding, grant assurances, the routine lease of ground for hangers at other airports, the fact that there are three airports with 50 people on each of their waiting lists, how FDOT won’t give monies without a master plan, a new policy this year of getting 80/20 money for improvements like hangers, the fact that this Board and the County Commission has taken action in the past against leasing property, patience on behalf of the complainant as long as the County is doing what they can to try and get the funding to build additional hanger space, the possible swap of positions on the waiting list with the N19EZ Corp, a negative precedent being set only by the leasing land if hanger space is not available, and assurances that the N19EZ Corp wants that hanger space will become available to them, which staff cannot give them now.

Steve Borowski indicated that there are currently three hanger waiting lists, and N19EZ Corp is approximately number 30 on one of those lists.  He added that the master plan consultant will be making a recommendation on what type of hangers are needed and they will also forecast where then could be located.

The Board members discussed losing grant money from FDOT, the lease of land at the end of the runway not encumbering where future hangers could be placed, the intentions of this Board has been to recommend to the County Commission not to lease land, the fact that this is something that will be worked out between FAA, the County Commission, and the complainant.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any comments from the public on this topic.

Bob Doucette talked about some information he passed out at the December 2005, meeting, that Dr. McClure has hanger #28 and that he is lying about not having one.

Morris Richardson said the FAA is aware that someone from his corporation has hanger space.

Janice Walters talked about, Dr. McClure being told no three separate times that he can’t lease ground, that Valkaria has only taken FDOT money, they are not an FAA obligated airport and can’t be forced to lease land, that there is an airport layout plan that has been around for years with a footprint for 20 hangers on it.  She said that in the past the airport manager would call all the people on the waiting list, once ground has been broken, to see if they are still interested in hanger space and then they are given a certain amount of time to occupy the space, and keeping the airport small because of the surrounding residential communities.

Linda Mason talked about not being subject to grant assurances if we don’t take any money from FAA, that the FAA can turn the case around and require that they build a hanger.  She said that the scrub jay babies are on the ground for three weeks, and she asked what the projected date of the prescribed burn is.

Steve Borowski said that the biologists suggested that the burn take place a month ago, but now they have a new person on staff to help determine when the burn should take placed to make sure the babies are gone.

Morris Richardson explained that the FAA hasn’t said they are in violation of any grant assurances, they have cited that they are in violation of their quit claim deed reservations, and even though they can’t require that we lease land, they could take the airport back, but the FDOT grant assurances says that we have to also comply with all FAA rules, regulations, and the quit claim deed, and there are implications if we don’t comply with those, which could include funds we have already received and funds we might request in the future.  Mr. Richardson explained that once N19EZ gives the go ahead with the formal complaint, they can’t stop that process once it has started.

Curt Lorenc talked about being present at all the Commission meetings, and one statement that the applicant and his attorney have lied about is not having hanger space, how previous minutes of the VAAB and the County Commission revealed that Mr. Rivard pushed for 80/20 money, which is why we are still waiting, and the fact that this item was requested to be place on the agenda many times.

Lynn Walters asked if this subject tied specifically to “T” hangers, and is there a difference if they wanted to build an aircraft factory.

Morris Richardson said that the applicant just wants a hanger and they want assurances they’ll get one in a timely fashion, and he is sure that we would not like what FAA would have to say about an aircraft manufacturing facility at the airport.

Leroy Rogers talked about people filing lawsuits and the fact that the County doesn’t have any control over that, and he feels that the board should lease the applicant the land, and if we lose the lawsuit, we don’t have control over what he does.

Charles Nash said the FAA won’t take the airport back, but we could lose funding if we are found to be in violations of our quit claim deed reservations.

Morris Richardson said that the County does have a statement from FDOT that states if we are found in violation we would lose funding. 
e.  Radio Flyer Shed Request

Steve Borowski talked about Indian River Control Society, who has a current lease with the airport for $30 per month to fly their radio control aircraft on the north side of the airport off of the active airport property.  He added that they have a couple of tables there now, and they would like to put a small five foot by five foot shed up, and they will have liability insurance.  He said that as the airport manager he doesn’t see a problem with it, and making an addendum to their current lease, but he wanted to bring it to the advisory board if there are any objections.

The Board members asked about getting permits, whether or not the building would be considered permanent and require a permit, concerns of the shed being placed where cars would drive, and the purpose of the shed.  The members felt that a recommendation with a motion would be in order to make an addendum to a current airport lease, and they moved this item to “e” under the action item section of the agenda.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any public comments about this item

Steve Bone, Indian River Control Society member, said that they just plan to store a lawnmower and some tools in the shed.

Janice Walters said that if this group is proposing to leave something permanent at the airport, maybe the Board should look into charging them a fee.

Curt Lorenc said that this item is an action item, and it should be placed in that section so any person can comment on it.  He added that he would be against allowing this because it could set a precedent of leasing land.

Mike Whaley said that he is a new member of IRKS, and he would encourage the Board to approve this request, and he doesn’t feel this would set a precedent.

Kristen Whaley said that she is member of AMA, and currently IRKS has a shed in Viera, and this request for a shed would only be used for a mower.

f.  5 YR CIP/AIP/Grants

Steve Borowski handed out copies of the existing Brevard County Capitol Improvement Plan for Valkaria Airport, and said that the only project on it is the 20 T-hangers and an airport office.  He said that it basically indicates that there is approximately $750,000 of available funds for construction, and the operating expenditures are approximately $2,000 for the year.  He talked about the AIP and the fact that the airport is not an obligated airport because they don’t collect money from the FAA, how it appears that the FAA is doing away with the AIP funds in the future, the Joint Automated Capitol Improvement Plan (JACIP) states that the current three projects include; installation of security lighting, signage and fencing and maintenance, which has been completed and the money has been spent, the other one is the airport manager’s modular office at $17,000, and the ALP/Master Plan Update, and the last project on the list is the construction of 20 hangers with an office/flight planning area.  He talked about the second page which contains a detailed report on 20 T-hangers and office/flight planning area.  He added that the security fencing is completed, and the two items that are open under the JACIP is the installation of airport warning signs, at $4,000, and the installation of five solar powered security lights at $25,000, and that money is available because they are waiting on the completion of the master plan so they will have direction on where to put the lights and the signage.  He talked about not getting the barbed wire on top of the fence, or the automatic gates because of some security problems at the airport, but FDOT has said that they will extend the existing grant for the barbed wire, the gates, and a couple of other small security items, and the correct procedure to guarantee that money is to take a grant extension to the Count Commission for approval.

Discussion ensued about getting the advisory board’s approval before a grant extension goes to the County Commission, the fact that the grant money has already been approved, and that this is just an internal extension of money that has already been approved, that this was a program that was presented by Jim Shimkus and agreed to by this Board in the past, and that this should be given to the airport manger to move forward as an extension of an already approved grant.  The Board further discussed the issue and decided to move this to an action item, seeing the need for a recommendation from this Board to the County Commission to proceed with the grant extension.

Chairman Zonka asked for public comment.

Curt Lorenc talked about the airport manager not having the authority to tell the advisory board what they can and cannot discuss, the need for an agenda package with all the supporting documents so the Board members can make an informed decision, being familiar with this particular item, the need to bring this item back at the next meeting, the fact that the fencing should have been completed by now, and that a more complete package should have been made available.

Chairman Zonka said that every document in Brevard County, including Mr. Borowski’s files is available to any person who requests it, and when it comes to a lack of information, he believes it is an issue of keeping yourself informed as well.

Russell Minton said that when Mr. Shimkus originally presented this plan, barbed wire was included, this is not a new concept.

Morris Richardson said that all public comments and Board comments need to be tempered with civility, and we all have first amendment rights to expression, but the Board also has a right to conduct a meeting in a civil order, and try to avoid finger pointing and exaggerations that frankly verge on slander in some of these meetings, because it doesn’t foster a good working environment for this Board.

Lynn Walters asked why the Board has to approve items that they are not tasked with.

Morris Richardson said that budget items are encompassed within the duties of the advisory board, and this particular item has already been approved by this Board, Mr. Borowski was just updating the board with the status of this item, and there is no request for additional funding.

Russell Minton said that he thought that this was part of a 911 Homeland Security Grant.

Don Darby said that he doesn’t understand the reluctance in bringing this to the Board because this is activity that is going on at the airport, and how do we know there isn’t something more important that needs to be done.

Charles Nash suggested that since this item is being moved to the action items section, we should continue the discussion there.  The Board moved this item to “f” under the action items section of the agenda.

g.  Helicopter Activity

Steve Borowski talked about the helicopter activity at the airport a week ago, several calls were made regarding the activity and noise, the pilot was notified and asked to stop operations during the night, and the pilot complied.  Mr. Borowski asked Mr. Gallagher, who is a helicopter test pilot, what the requirements are for helicopter operations.

Frank Gallagher said that helicopters have to avoid fixed-wing aircraft, remain clear of clouds, and fly at an altitude so that if you have an engine failure, you don’t hazard people or property.

Steve Borowski asked if there is a specific altitude you must remain at in certain areas.

Frank Gallagher said that there are no specific requirements.

Del Yonts asked if this activity was a government agency, and what altitude were they flying at.

Steve Borowski said that it was a Blackwater helicopter, they contract with the government.  He added that when he saw them they were flying at a high altitude and then they came straight down, and weren’t violating any procedures as far as he could see.

Linda Mason said that she is concerned that they were flying over endangered lands, birds, and she feels there could have been damage to the environment.  She added that you could hear it all over the immediate area.

Steve Borowski assured Ms. Mason that the pilot landed only on the airport runway or taxiway.

Curt Lorenc said that there is an ordinance that prohibits repetitive operations on runway 9/27, and he asked why the airport manager isn’t enforcing the current ordinance.  He added that the helicopter was seen flying a pattern at approximately 150 feet.

Steve Borowski stated that if he sees any aircraft violate any state or county ordinance, he will stop that activity right away.  He added that he did not see this helicopter pilot do any touch and gos.

VI.  ACTION ITEMS

a.  Sheriff Onsite Security

Steve Borowski talked about existing security problems at the airport, people climbing over the fence, a call was made to the Sheriff’s Department to step up their patrol of the airport property resulting in a request to put a sheriff security trailer at the airport, the deputy would pay for his own utilities.  He added that he knows that a lease would be appropriate here, a dollar amount would need to be decided upon, and he wanted to bring this action to the board for direction and a motion.

Discussion ensured about where the trailer would be located, the fact that this type of security measure is done all the time, the cities do it, other county facilities do it, this issue was talked about a long time ago but they couldn’t find a deputy.

Steve Borowski indicated that the deputy came out and talked to him twice, and he is a pilot so he would be aware of potential noises at the airport.

Russell Minton said that he thinks this is a win-win situation, and he feels they should recommend this to the County Commission.

Morris Richardson asked Chairman Zonka to make sure he asks for public comments before a motion is entertained.

Del Yonts asked if there is any reason they would have to wait for the master plan to be completed before this item is decided upon and the trailer is placed at the airport.

Steve Borowski said that he doesn’t believe so, but he will check with the consultant on that.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any public comments on this item.

Curt Lorenc said that he feels this is another example of why the Board members should have a package before the meeting.

Leroy Rogers said that if the deputy has children he believes that the trailer should be located outside of the fence at the airport.

Janice Walters said that she also believes that the trailer should be located outside the fence area.

Dan Faden said that he was previously on the Board and when this was discussed before, there was talk about having to move the fence to accommodate the trailer.  He added that he also concurs with the previous statements about having the trailer placed outside the fence area.

Steve Borowski said that they are not asking to move the fence in this situation, and it is not near the tie-down area or the fueling area.

Lynn Walters asked if it would be within the airport operations area.

Steve Borowski said no.

Charles Nash motioned to explore a lease agreement to move a deputy onsite at the airport, and take into account a safe area for the residents of the trailer and release of all liability to the County.

Russell Minton seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.
b.  Automotive Event Request
Steve Borowski talked about a request made by SCCA Sports Car Club of America to hold an automotive event at the airport, Mr. Stein is here to talk to the Board about it, they would like to hold this event on the north side of the airport where the radio control club are located, it would be done on an area of unused, inactive asphalt, they have a safety steward, insurance, and possible income to the airport of $300.  He explained that as he understands it, that organization can simply go and fill out a special event permit at the Building Department, but their representative came to him as the airport manager, and that is why it is before this Board for a recommendation.

Jerry Stein said that he is a resident of Brevard County for 26 years, and for 23 of those years he has been an official in one way or another the Sports Car Club of America, and autocross is defined as a low-speed driving skill competition in which one car at a time is timed as they drive through a coned area.  He added that they propose to use the north side of the airport, on the closed runway area.  He said that the speeds are limited by the fact the length of the course is no longer than 200 feet, and the events are intended to test the driver’s skill and handling, not the speed of the vehicles, and the average speed of the vehicles is 35 to 45 miles per hour.  He added that the SCCA is a national organization that has approximately 65,000, and the local Central Florida Chapter has 1,800 members, and they have been running autocross events for 28 years in this area.  He said that they have safety stewards at every event, and they are in charge of keeping the spectators safe and insuring that the event as a whole is completely safe, and their insurance coverage is $5 million for each event.  He explained that they have a 98db muffler requirement on all vehicles, and that is measured at 50 feet which is quite a bit stricter than the airport’s requirement of aircraft taking off.  He said that they will leave the site in the same or better condition than when they got there, and all trash will be removed before they leave.

Charles Nash asked the applicant how long this event would last and when is this event scheduled.

Jerry Stein said that they usually start at 10:00 a.m., and end around 3:00 p.m. on Sundays.  He added that on occasion they have had practice session on Saturday’s, and they would plan the event for whatever weekend is convenient for both parties.  He added that they hold events all over the state, and he would suspect that they have events ever other month.

Robert Griffin asked if these are street cars.

Jerry Stein said yes.

Chairman Zonka asked if they have held this event at other places in the county.

Jerry Stein said that they have held them Brevard Community College, and at a Harris Corporation site.  

Del Yonts asked what the top speed would be. 

He added that the maximum speed would be 70 miles per hour, and at this location they are only looking at a maximum speed of 50 miles per hour.

Charles Nash asked if this activity would interfere with the radio control club.

Jerry Stein said that they would have to coordinate their event with them.

Thomas Redmond asked the applicant if they would be selling food or drinks at this event.

Jerry Stein said no.

Charles Nash asked if this is a not-for-profit club.

Jerry Stein said yes.

Del Yonts asked how many cars would participate at this event.

Jerry Stein said that when they have held this at BCC in Palm Bay, they ran between 40 to 80 cars, with the biggest turnout of 118 one time.  

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any public comments.

Linda Mason asked where exactly this event would take place.

Chairman Zonka indicated that it would take place at the northern fence perimeter, on the non-active runway where the remote control people are now.

Linda Mason said that there are designated conservation areas around the airport, and she wonders if anyone would be driving anywhere other than on the concrete.

Jerry Stein said that they would use the dirt path off of Old Valkaria Road to enter the airport, and they don’t see any reason they would park on the grass area.

Janice Walter asked if the people bring in their cars on trailers.  She added that 40 to 80 cars take up a lot of space.

Jerry Stein said that very few people bring their cars on trailers, and he would guess it would only be 5% of the people would do that.

Bob Doucette said that he believes that this Board turned this request down before, and he asked why they want to move the event from BCC to Valkaria Airport.

Jerry Stein said that the ownership of the site they were using at BCC was turned over to the Sheriff’s Department, and now they are holding training activities there, so they can’t use it anymore.

Curt Lorenc said that when you have any agenda item that has the potential to make a lot of noise, an agenda package should be made available to people can come and speak to it.  He added that 112 cars is a large number, and having cars out there all day long, squealing their tires is going to detract from the quality of the golfers at the golf course that is immediately south of the airport.  He said that the golf course is a big revenue producer for the airport, making $50,000 or more, and he feels that you should help to maintain the quality of the estate homes in this area.  He talked about promises that were made to maintain a small recreational airport, and the small area for them to hold this event or turn their trailers around.  He added that this is the wrong event at the wrong place, and it should be voted down.

Charles Nash asked Mr. Borowski if he has talked with the golf course about this event.

Steve Borowski said no, the golf course is at the far southern end of the airport, and the runways are 4,000 feet long, so the distance would be even further away than that.

Chairman Zonka reminded the Board that this isn’t a permanent commitment, and if something doesn’t work out for either party, they can find another location.

Charles Nash said that they could try it and see if there are any complaints from the residents, or if it causes any damage.

Steve Borowski said that he could report back to the Board on that, if you just want to try this out as a test run.

Jim Tonti asked if a port-a-potty would be provided.

Steve Borowski said that there is one at the golf course, and maybe an arrangement could be made to use that one.

Dan Faden asked if the cars would have a squeal start, and would they all have mufflers.

Jerry Stein said that the cars tend to be faster when they do a smooth start, and the mufflers can’t produce noise louder than 98bd, and they do measure them.

Inaudible gentleman from the audience stated that five hours of constant car noise would be more objectionable than the noise from a plane taking off from time to time.

Leroy Rogers said that he thinks we should allow this one time to see how it goes.

John Carpenter said that this sounds like an interesting event and it would be worth while to see how it goes.

Mike Whaley agrees that we should try it once, and the worse case it doesn’t work out.

Jerry Stein said that they used the BCC site for 20 years, and they never received any complaints.

Robert Griffin motioned for approval to try this type of even once.

Russell Minton seconded the motion.

Discussion ensured by the Board members to not judge something if you don’t have any experience with it, possibly limiting the number of cars, limiting the length of the event.

Chairman Zonka said that the motion on the floor is to try the event once.

Charles Nash asked the applicant if he had a problem with putting a limit on the number of cars to 60, and a time limit of 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Jerry Stein said that they shouldn’t have a problem with.

Charles Nash asked to make an amendment to the motion of limiting the number of cars to 60, and putting a time limit on the event of 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Griffin if he would like to change his motion.

Robert Griffin said that he would accept the amendment to his motion to limit the event from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., but he will not agree with the limit on the number cars.

Russell Minton seconded the amendment to the motion.
Discussion ensued about a set fee of $300.00 being too low, would this be handled by a typical event fee the County charges, possibly charging a per car fee or just charging a set permit fee amount.
The motion was passed unanimously.

c.  Airport Logo Information

Steve Borowski talked about researching and finding as much information as he could, Mark Cannon, a previous airport manager/operator over ten years ago was the founder and originator of the “happy plane” logo, Mr. Cannon and another gentleman developed the logo, Mr. Cannon stated that there was no copy right, no trademark, and no property rights associated with it, and also told him that that logo has been associated with the county airport for a long time, and do with it as you see fit.  He added that he also asked Mr. Shimkus what he knew about the airport logo, and he said that it was there long before he was there.  Mr. Borowski said that he also talked with Mr. Jim Darin with the local EAA, Chapter 1288, and he indicated that the logo has been associated with Valkaria Airport for some time, but is not the property of Chapter 1288.  He added that he contacted the EAA Corporate Office in Wisconsin, and Ms. Brenda Anderson, who is the Chapter Administrator advised him that after checking with other individuals at the corporate office and the subject logo is not an EAA logo.  He informed the Board that he double-checked with Sun-n-Fun and was told in a letter that the logo was never used by Sun-n-Fun, Inc., and they have no copy right or trademark established on such logo, and after contacting the Valkaria Aviation Association, he was informed by Art Irvine that no ownership or knowledge of the origination of the “happy airplane” logo that has become, over time, connected to Valkaria Airport; therefore, having no claim, Mr. Irvine writes that the airport’s use of same is not a matter that the can exercise authority over.  He talked about also talking to airport tenants, EAA members, radio control guys, members of the Indian River Flying Club, and the Melbourne Area Pilots Association, and the majority of the comments were to continue the use of this logo.   He said that the existing logo on the webpage is a modification of the original, as the X-59 airport identifier was added to it, as well as the words Brevard County.  He said that he asked for any suggestions for a new logo at the last advisory board meeting, and he had received none.
Chairman Zonka said that there was a motion at the last meeting to use a logo that didn’t have any affiliation with anything else, and after some research was done, the county attorney has put this issue back to the board for direction.
Del Yonts said that there were some previous comments that the logo was used on the VAA letterhead, and part of the previous motion was to look for a new logo, and remove it from the website immediately, which has not been done.  He added that he understands the history of the logo, and that it has a negative conation for some people, and for those reasons he feels they should look for something else.
Russell Minton said that he was here in 1998, when that logo was first used by the airport manager.
Charles Nash motioned to have the County Commission, as well as the County Attorney go through whatever process is needed to establish that logo as property of Brevard County, with the stipulation that the VAA stops using it.  He added that it appears that most people like it, so why don’t we just keep it and make it property of the County.
Russell Minton seconded the motion.

Chairman Zonka said that he would like to get public comment before the board goes any further.
Janice Walters talked about Mark Cannon not being the airport manager, how he was the FBO, how he was one of many members of the VAA who systematically harassed the community, and if any good will is expected of community, the County will remove that logo from the website and not associate it any further with Valkaria Airport.
Curt Lorenc said that once again Mr. Borowski has given the members false information, and he is very disappointed in not getting agenda packages.  He added that the VAA has used that logo, Lynn Walters was the editor of the newsletter and they used that logo.  Mr. Lorenc said Mr. Walters is a convicted criminal. . .
Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Lorenc to keep his comments directed to organizations and not individuals.

Mike Whaley said that he feels the logo represents good things for this airport, and most of the community supports the airport, and whatever happened in the past to tie up the business of this board over a silly airplane logo is ridiculous.  He added that he feels the board should move on and adopt this logo and accept that some people aren’t going to like everything.

Jill Lyles said that she really likes the logo.

Ray Lyles said that he encourages the board to consider adopting this logo as the official logo for Valkaria Airport.

Linda Mason showed the board members a suggested logo whereby she has added a large “v” and “a” and pictures of an airplane, the scrub, the scrub jay, and a rudder, which incorporates all elements involved with the airport.

Steve Bowman said that the logo is just a picture.

Charles Nash said he was unaware of all this other information from the public, and he would like to withdraw his previous motion, and he would like to make a motion to table this item to the next meeting until they can get some more information.
Del Yonts said that he understands the pilot’s standpoint, but if the board ever wants to have the pilots and the community work together the pilots can’t take an anti-community stand.  He added that the board needs to be consistent in how they treat everyone who wants to get up and speak.

Chairman Zonka called for a second on the motion to table, and hearing none, the motion failed.  Chairman Zonka called for another motion.

Ken Rivard motioned for approval of the logo.

Frank Gallagher seconded the motion.
Charles Nash said that apparently the logo was developed by someone who wasn’t a county employee, and he feels that the county should own the rights before they can adopt it as an official logo.

Ken Rivard amended his motion to include establishing ownership prior to adopting the logo.

Frank Gallagher seconded the amendment to the motion.
Charles Nash said that he feels that this board needs to facilitate a positive relationship between the pilots and the community, and for that reason he encouraged the rest of the members to vote against this motion.
Chairman Zonka called for a vote on the motion, and it passed with a 7:2 vote.  Charles Nash and Del Yonts voted nay.

d.  Tie-Down Shade Cover Request

Steve Borowski talked about a request he received for a tie-town shade cover from Mr. David Koshinski, who is an existing tenant at the airport in the tie-down area on the grass.  He explained that he has a canvas-winged aircraft and the sun is bleaching out the wings.  He said from an airport manager’s position, he doesn’t have any problem with it as long as there is a stipulation in his tie-down agreement that requires the owner to accept all liability, and that it can be removed in a short period of time and at any time.
Dave Koshinski said that it takes approximately ten minutes to take the cover down, and he was told that he needs the approval from the board.
Morris Richardson said the advisory board can approve staff to conceptually explore going forward with this request, but it will ultimately come down to a liability issue with Risk Management.

Charles Nash asked if this has ever been done before.  

Steve Borowski said that he doesn’t know.

Chairman Zonka asked for public comment.
Dan Faden said that the danger with this is that the last three requests that went before the Commission they called a shade over a hanger.
Dave Koshinski informed the members that this type of cover is not enclosed all the way around.

Del Yonts expressed some concerns over additional liability if the shade cover should blow off, and would there be an additional charge for someone with a shade cover.

Morris Richardson said the insurance question would be handled by the County’s Risk Management Office, and he is not sure what the common practice is for charging someone with a shade cover.

Ken Rivard motioned for approval of this request as a shade canopy subject to legal review and the permitting process.

Russell Minton seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.
e.  Radio Flyer Shed Request (moved from Informational Items section above)
Chairman Zonka said this item was moved from the Information Items section above, and the request was for a shed to hold mowers which probably falls under the same situation as the shade canopy in needing to research the liability issue.
Morris Richardson said that staff will handle looking into permitting, and then Risk Management will assess the request and determine if insurance is needed.

Charles Nash said that he would hope if this is approved that staff would make sure it is painted appropriately, and that the County can instruct them to remove it when it becomes necessary.

Ken Rivard motioned to approve the request for a shed with the proper legal review and permitting.

Robert Griffin seconded the motion.
Chairman Zonka indicated that even though substantial public comments have already been heard, he opened the meeting up for additional public comments on this request.

Janice Walters talked about getting into issues about the difference between a use permit which allows someone time in a certain space to having a permanent presence, which is like a use permit versus a lease situation.  She hopes that the board will consider that difference.
Charles Nash indicated that this is only a recommendation to the County Commission, as they will make the final decision.

Martha Wisnieswski asked staff if they currently have things stored in this location.

Steve Borowski indicated that they currently have tables and chairs that are sometimes pulled back away from the paved area.

Discussion ensued about the structure being moveable versus permanent, the permitting process, and the County’s ability to ask the applicant to remove it when necessary, and the fact that this is just a recommendation to the County Commission.
Ken Rivard indicated that his motion was to approve this request subject to legal review and the permitting process, as well as the County’s right to terminate the use.
Del Yonts indicated that he would not be able to support this motion, not because he is against it, but because of the precedent it would set and the possible problems with other tenants at the airport.
Chairman Zonka called for a vote on the motion as stated, and it was passed with an 8:1 vote.  Del Yonts voted nay.
f.  5 YR CIP/AIP/Grants (moved from Informational Items section above)
Chairman Zonka indicated that this item was moved from the Informational Items section above.
Charles Nash said for clarification, this money is already in the hands of the County, it is there to be expended for security of the airport facility.

Morris Richardson said that there is also grant money, but it really isn’t an annual budget item.  He added that technically this is outside of the powers of the board, and the board shouldn’t get into the habit of acting outside of your powers.
Charles Nash asked if it would be appropriate to make a recommendation to the County Commission that they move forward with getting barbed wire on the fence and get the gates operational and secure.

Morris Richardson said that the Board could, but in the past it has not.
Charles Nash said that the resolution gives the Board the authority to make recommendations to enhance the facility.

Morris Richardson said that is probably should, but it doesn’t.

Russell Minton said that he thought the County Commission did revamp their duties.

Morris Richardson said that on page three of the resolution it talks about this Board making recommendations on issues that are referred by the County Commission.

Chairman Zonka called for public comments.

Leroy Rogers said that when this grant was first issued it was for a certain amount, and the fence was not finished.  He added that this is just a continuation of getting the already approved grant money and he is not sure why it is even being discussed.

Janice Walters said she went to FDOT and the first thing she asked them about was the progress of the fence.  She talked about being a VAAB member when Mr. Shimkus presented this, the Board recommending moving forward with the grant at that time, and the fact that the grant was within weeks or days of reaching the termination date, this being the first time that an FDOT grant project didn’t get finished by the time the grant expired.  She said no one had heard from the County about extending the grant, and the submissions to FDOT for reimbursement mentioned that there was supposed to be barbed wire on the fence, and she doesn’t know what delayed that, or if there was a cost overrun, but this is an extension of something that the County Commission already knows about, and it should have been brought up before this time.  She doesn’t see any problem with the Board telling the airport manager to go to the Commission and get on with this project.
Charles Nash said that he would like to motion to follow the advice of the County Attorney, and pursuant Resolution No. 2005-178, this Board doesn’t have the authority to address this, and it should just be an informational item.

Curt Lorenc talked about going to the FDOT office to look at the grant paperwork, the fact that the grant was within weeks of being done, he saw no barbed wire on the fence which was part of one of the 5-year capitol improvement plan projects.  He said that the former airport manager, Mr. Shimkus was doing a nice job of getting the fence installed, and he doesn’t know why it isn’t finished.
Charles Nash said that he would like to make a motion to follow the advice of the County Attorney, that pursuant to Resolution No. 2005-178, this Board doesn’t have the authority to provide a recommendation to county staff or the Commission on this item.  He added that his motion doesn’t preclude anyone from calling their County Commissioner and encouraging them to get this done.
Ken Rivard seconded the motion.
Russell Minton said that he disagrees with what he feels is the castration of the members, and he doesn’t see the need for a motion at all regarding this item which has already been decided upon.  

Chairman Zonka called for a vote on the motion as stated, and it was passed with an 8:1 vote.  Del Yonts voted nay.
VII.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Chairman Zonka called for any public comments.

Linda Mason said that she has some information that may help the Board regarding the NPIAS data base.  She talked about the federal data base showing that Valkaria Airport is a federally eligible airport, how the airport would be required to pay back funds if the airport is dropped from that data base.  She added that the airport can get knocked off that data base by Dr. McClure filing that request for an inspection, but right now there is only way the airport can be removed from that data base and that is through non-discriminatory grant assurances.  She talked about the touch and go ordinance, the four studies FIT is currently doing, and grant assurances as they relate to the quit claim deed.
Steve Borowski said that Ms. Mason makes a great point.

Bob Doucette said that the Board has already approved the September 2005 minutes, but when Mr. Borowski was introduced at that meeting the minutes reflect that he was a pilot and that he served in the US Air Force and it bothers him because that information is not correct.

Chairman Zonka reminded Mr. Doucette that this is a public meeting that is recorded, and he cautioned him that his statements should be professional, courteous and respectful of others.
Curt Lorenc said that he thinks that under the public comment portion of the meeting people have the right to say what they want, and the chairman doesn’t get the chance to interrupt them, and he is very disappointed in the way the meeting is being run.  He added that one item that Mr. Doucette brought up last time to be placed on the agenda was the N19EZ hanger lease, and he wanted to know why Mr. Zonka or Mr. Borowski didn’t put that on the agenda, because he thinks it needs to be put on the next agenda.  He said that he would also like to know if Dr. McClure filed a conflict of interest form with regards to that.
Tres Holton said that no one in this room is infallible, and he commended every single person sitting on this Board, especially Steve Borowski, and he will stand up and defend a county employee as he takes a lot of pride in our employees, which includes Mr. Borowski and Mr. Richardson.  He talked about growing up and being pushed around but still having a lot of passion, and he thinks everyone at the meeting tonight has a lot of passion for staying there until 11:00 p.m. to participate in this public hearing process.
Lynn Walters thanked the Board for staying to 11:00 p.m. and putting up with everything.

Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Richardson for any advice or criticism about how the meeting was conducted tonight.

Morris Richardson said that he thought the Chairman did a great job.
Steve Borowski talked about the need to find a meeting location for the September 7, 2006, meeting possibly being held in Viera.

Discussion ensued about holding the meeting in the south county area for the members of the public, how some members wouldn’t mind a meeting Viera, and it ended with the recommendation that staff will work to find a meeting location down south.
Chairman Zonka indicated that a Special Meeting of the VAAB will be held on Tuesday, June 13, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., and the next Special meeting to discuss the working paper will be on either June 21st or June 22nd.

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:04 p.m.

